District Communication July 21
Dear Parent/Guardian,
COVID-19 has impacted and will impact Sierra Sands operations for the foreseeable future. On
March 16, 2020, we decided to close our schools as part of a nationwide effort to limit the spread of
COVID-19. Since that time, we have analyzed and continue to analyze ways to serve our students
and community and other efforts to minimize, to the greatest extent possible, the disruptive effect the
school closures will have on our students’ education while also ensuring the safety of all students
and staff involved in the District’s operations. Based on guidance from state and local health
officials, including the significant guidelines that have been imposed on the District, Sierra Sands
must implement distance learning at the start of the 2020-2021 school year until guidelines and
conditions permit in-person learning.
I want you to know two things: (1) Even while we are teaching and supporting through distance
learning, we are preparing for when we can return to on campus, in person learning. (2) We hear
you - and we have learned a lot from our initial implementation of distance learning. We recognize
that there are many improvements required to assure the highest quality learning opportunity
possible for all students, while we are temporarily utilizing distance learning as our instructional
delivery.
With board approval at this evening’s special board meeting, Sierra Sands staff will focus on
establishing a high quality distance learning program to begin the school year. Here is a partial list
of our growth plan:
 Provide the technology and digital access needed so that every student is connected to and

engaged with his/her teacher(s).
 Implement Canvas, a districtwide learning management platform to support efficient and

effective distance learning for students, teachers, and parents. The use of Canvas will
help teachers innovate and engage all Tk-12th grade students.
 Increased communication and training in Canvas for parents/guardians.
 Provide significant professional development for administrators, teachers, and staff so that
we can build and support a digital learning environment that meets the unique challenges
of today.
 Identify new and better ways of communicating and for serving our students with the greatest
needs. We hope to build Student Support Hubs where students with special needs can
receive specialized services.

There are many details to communicate with you as we prepare to launch a most unusual school
year amid a historic pandemic. You will continue to receive communication from the district that will
help you plan and prepare to ensure your student and family success.
Attached to this message is a copy of the resolution that was adopted at this evening’s special board
meeting.
Sincerely,
Dave Ostash
Superintendent

